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INTERPRETIVE READING

SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR

     
Name 

LANGUAGE 

     
INSTRUCTIONS: 
The self-assessment checklists are provided to help language learners evaluate what they can do with in the language that they are studying in each of the three modes of communication: interpretive, interpersonal and presentational.  Language learners can also document their language background as well as set their own future goals for language learning.
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  You may realize that your progression may not be the same in each mode: interpretive, interpersonal and presentational, and that is expected.  For example, you may progress more quickly in reading and listening, than in speaking and writing.  You will begin to determine your proficiency level in each mode by self-assessing each one separately.  In addition you will have to include evidence to support your self-assessment selections.
The italicized statement at the beginning of each proficiency level is the general description from the self-assessment grid.  The bold statements are the main can-do statements for that specific proficiency level.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  If you have additional examples that fit the descriptions, you may also add those in the blank can-do statements provided.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals.
SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

      Novice Low
	I can identify some words, phrases, or characters, especially those that are similar to words in my own language.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading

	I can connect some characters or letters to their sounds.
· I can point to the letter when I hear the sound.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can connect some words, phrases, or characters to their meanings.
· I can recognize a character when someone says the corresponding word or shows a picture.
· I can recognize some place names.

· I can recognize some product names.

· I can recognize a menu or birthday card from its context.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Novice Low

(continued)

I can identify some words, phrases, or characters, especially those that are similar to words in my own language.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can recognize words, phrases, and characters with help from visuals.
· I can identify family member words from a family tree.

· I can identify words or phrases of actions I see people do.
· I can recognize enter and exit signs.
· I can identify months on calendars.
· I can identify objects in a labeled classroom. 

· I can identify holidays placed on a calendar.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can follow along on the page when something familiar is read out loud. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 
Novice Mid

	I can understand familiar words, phrases, and simple sentences.
	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can read simple information on familiar topics.

· I can read about a family.
· I can read about food.
· I can understand simple written messages in the classroom or workplace.
· I can follow simple written directions.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand short, simple descriptions, especially if there are pictures or graphs.

· I can understand written descriptions about people, places, or things.
· I can understand written descriptions about things I have learned.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Novice Mid

(continued)

I can understand familiar words, phrases, and simple sentences.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can recognize words on a list on familiar topics.

· I can identify tasks on a to-do list.
· I can identify items on a shopping list.
· I can identify movies or TV programs on a list.

· I can understand lists related to academic subjects, such as planets, countries, or musical instruments.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can recognize familiar names, words, characters, and some phrases in everyday situations.

· I can identify words related to school.

· I can identify words related to home.

· I can identify words related to people.

· I can identify words related to the culture of the language I am learning.
· I can identify words related to work.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand the purpose of simple reading materials.

· I can recognize advertisements, brochures, menu lists, schedules, greeting cards, or business cards.

· I can distinguish a birthday card from a thank-you card.

· I can identify destinations and major attractions in travel brochures.
· I can locate places on city maps.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

Novice High

	I can understand some ideas in simple texts that contain familiar vocabulary.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand information I need on familiar topics.

· I can understand information from advertisements, brochures, lists, menus, or schedules.

· I can understand personal notes, emails, or postcards.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand everyday notices in public places.

· I can follow directions and instructions, such as those for using public transportation, making telephone calls, or locating parking.

· I can understand words and phrases that are on common public information signs.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Novice High
(continued)
I can understand some ideas in simple texts that contain familiar vocabulary.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can identify some detailed information needed on forms.

· I can understand school registration forms.

· I can understand information asked for on an international student identification card.
· I can understand what is needed on a hotel registration form.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can follow short, written instructions and directions supported by visuals.

· I can use an ATM machine.

· I can purchase stamps from a machine.

· I can make an online purchase.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand some ideas on familiar topics in texts that I have read, especially when supported by visuals. 
· I can read comics and follow the story line.
· I can understand short descriptions or reviews in TV or entertainment guides.
· I can read parts of the newspaper related to my interest and identify some ideas.

· I can interpret a train schedule.

· I can locate and understand Internet sites related to my interest and identify some ideas.

· I can interpret a population graph.

· I can interpret a history timeline.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

        Intermediate Low
	I can understand the main idea and some details in texts that contain familiar vocabulary.


	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand messages in which the writer tells or asks me about familiar topics of interest.

· I can understand what an e-pal is asking about my personal interests or routines.

· I can understand a note from my friend about our plans.

· I can understand a letter of acceptance or rejection regarding a job application.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can find and use information for practical purposes.

· I can read a movie review and understand the plot in order to decide whether or not to see it.

· I can read a restaurant review to guide my choice.

· I can read about an upcoming event and decide whether or not to attend.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Intermediate Low
(continued)
I can understand the main idea and some details in texts that contain familiar vocabulary.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can follow directions in more complicated situations.

· I can follow written directions to do an experiment.

· I can follow instructions to assemble something.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can use information from a variety of sources in my studies and work.

· I can understand information about after-school and job opportunities.

· I can understand online information to support my coursework or research.

· I can understand an online course syllabus.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

           Intermediate Mid
	I can understand the main idea and many details in texts that contain familiar vocabulary and some details in texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand the main idea and many details when reading for personal enjoyment.

· I can understand information accessed from an Internet site.

· I can understand a description of a television program.

· I can understand the messages posted on social networks.

· I can follow directions to play an online game.

· I can understand articles in popular magazines.
· I can read short stories, short plays, and poems. 

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Intermediate Mid
(continued)
I can understand the main idea and many details in texts that contain familiar vocabulary and some details in texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand the main idea and many details when reading familiar articles and texts for information.

· I can understand information about major world events with visual and graphic support.

· I can follow the results of an election supported by graphs and charts.

· I can follow the results of sports events.

· I can identify the major ideas in texts related to issues of global importance, such as health and nutrition, environment, and scientific discoveries.

· I can understand human interest stories and texts related to improving quality of life.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand the main idea and some details when reading narratives, literary selections, and other fictional writings that contain unfamiliar vocabulary.

· I can predict what may happen.

· I can follow the chronological actions of a story.

· I can use details about the historical setting to understand the text.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 
          Intermediate High
	I can understand the main idea and most details in texts on familiar topics. I can understand the main idea and many details in texts on unfamiliar topics.
	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand the main idea and many details in texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary when reading for enjoyment.
· I can follow the plot and many details in a bestselling novel.

· I can understand factual information in a news or cultural magazine.

· I can understand information in newspapers.

· I can interpret online texts that contain unfamiliar topics.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand the main idea and many details of texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary when reading for information.
· I can understand messages from various professional communications.

· I can follow the details of a written discussion.

· I can interpret information obtained from news sources.

· I can research topics for school and work.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Intermediate High
(continued)
I can understand the main idea and most details in texts on familiar topics. I can understand the main idea and many details in texts on unfamiliar topics.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand the main idea and many details in narratives, literary selections, and other fictional writings that contain unfamiliar vocabulary.
· I can understand the development of characters.

· I can identify the author’s point of view and intent.

· I can recap the plot of folktales and other traditional texts. 

· I can compare and contrast events.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand many different types of texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary.

· I can interpret many details in technical manuals.

· I can understand and identify the main idea and many details on Internet sites related to my interests that contain unfamiliar vocabulary.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

    Advanced Low
	I can usually understand viewpoints and attitudes expressed in literary and non-literary texts.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand the main idea and most details from literary texts on unfamiliar topics.
· I can identify the target audience in a variety of texts.
· I can understand supporting details in a variety of texts.

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand articles in non-literary texts on unfamiliar topics.
· I can follow articles on entertainment and sports.
· I can understand articles from news periodicals.

· I can take notes on an academic article or report that I have read.
· I can understand articles on topics, such as party platforms and economic development.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Advanced Low
(continued)
I can usually understand viewpoints and attitudes expressed in literary and non-literary texts.

	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can recognize the intent of an author and purpose of the literary work.
· I can understand the intent of a narrator or character in fictional texts.

· I can interpret actions, relationships, and motives of characters in novels and short stories. 

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can recognize the intent of an author and purpose of a non-literary work.
· I can understand the intent of an author in non-fictional texts.

· I can interpret the premise of an author in non-fictional texts 

· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

    Advanced Mid

	I can easily understand long, complex texts and recognize some literary and technical styles.


	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can obtain information, ideas, and opinions from a range of lengthy and complex texts.

· I can understand main ideas and most details in non-fiction texts.

· I can summarize the main points and most details of editorials expressing opposite positions.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can understand information and opinions from specialized sources.
· I can summarize information from academic journals or business publications.
· I can summarize stated or implied attitudes and opinions from historical, political, and scientific texts.

· I can interpret and restate the editorialist’s perspective.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

   Advanced High

	I can understand abstract and linguistically complex texts.  I can make appropriate inferences and identify literary elements. 


	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can understand most texts even when idiomatic, technical, or slang expressions are used.

· I can understand most idiomatic and slang expressions in fiction.

· I can understand ideas and emotions expressed in a written dramatic dialogue or monologue.

· I can understand most idiomatic and slang expressions in non-fiction texts.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can detect and interpret hidden meaning and recognize tone and subtlety in fictional works.
· I can understand tone and style in parody and satire.

· I can interpret literal and abstract ideas conveyed in non-fiction texts and narratives.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST FOR       
LANGUAGE      




Date Completed:      
Use this checklist to record what you think you can do.  Many of the main can-do statements are followed by examples to help you understand more clearly what the expectations are.  You do not have to complete each example in order to check the main can-do statement.  You may also add additional examples in the blanks provided.  Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.  Once you have the majority of the items checked for a particular level, progress to the next level to see what you can do there and what you may want to set as future goals. 

Superior

	I can understand with ease virtually all forms of written language. 


	I can do this easily and well.
	This is one of my goals.

	Interpretive Reading
	
	

	I can analyze the primary argument and supporting details in written texts.
· I can discern fine points of detail, including literary devices, such as allusions, metaphors, and symbols, and analyze their functions.

· I can analyze the argument in complex, issue-specific narratives.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	I can synthesize information from technical and literary sources.

· I can fully synthesize arguments and supporting details of discussions on scientific, legal, medical, technological, or financial conventions. 

· I can analyze cultural references and make inferences within the cultural framework of the language.
· I can      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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